












 

 

MINUTES  
 

PLANNING COMMISSION  
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF WEST BLOOMFIELD 

TOWNSHIP BOARD ROOM 
4550 WALNUT LAKE ROAD 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 24, 2012 --- 7:30 P.M. 

 
Members present: Chairperson Santourian; Commissioners Budaj, Jackson, Kaplan, Manna, 

Miller, Reed 
  
Members absent: None 
 
Staff present: Sara Roediger, AICP, Senior Planner 
 Pamela St. Peter, Recording Secretary 
    
Others present: Marco Capicchioni, Henry Ford Health System 
 Gerard van Grinsven, Henry Ford Health System 
 Nick Lomako, Wade Trim 
  
General public: 1 
 
CALL TO ORDER Chairperson Santourian called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Action: Motion by Miller, supported by Manna,  
 
 To approve the Agenda as presented. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Unanimous 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
ITEM #D1  SITE PLAN AMENDMENT: HENRY FORD HOSPITAL (SP-12-01) 
 
Location: 6777 West Maple Road, 76.32 acres on the south side of Maple Road, 

between Drake and Halstead Roads 
 
Request: Site plan amendment approval to permit a 9,600 square foot vertical 

expansion at the existing Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital for the 
construction of additional operating rooms and prep/recovery areas. 
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Applicant:  Marco Capicchioni, Henry Ford Health System 
 
Discussion: Ms. Roediger provided a summary of the proposed plan as outlined in the 
staff report. Henry Ford is proposing to construct a 9,600 square-foot, one-story vertical 
expansion at the existing Henry Ford West Bloomfield Hospital for the construction of 
additional operating rooms and prep/recovery areas. The additional space will provide for better 
service to existing patients and is not expected to increase volume of procedures. The addition 
will occur over an existing first floor and will not increase the overall height of the building, 
merely match the existing stories, and visibility of the addition will be minimal from ground 
level. There will also be interior renovations that will be done within the current footprint and 
will be processed administratively through the appropriate permits.   
 
Ms. Roediger indicated she met with the Henry Ford representatives regarding the shortage of 
parking spaces at the facility. Henry Ford has proposed a temporary parking lot which is near the 
southwest corner of the building. There is an existing dirt lot that’s currently being used for 
temporary parking of construction trailers. The engineering department has completed grading 
and drainage on this dirt lot and this will house a more formal parking lot to offset construction 
parking. Future plans for the site include the continuation of a road down to 14 Mile and as part 
of that, Henry Ford is considering additional employee parking with shuttles to the hospital to 
help relieve parking congestion; also using adjacent properties’ underutilized parking lots to help 
alleviate congestion at the property, with shuttles from those properties. Building permits are 
under review. Construction will begin upon approval from the planning commission. 
 
There was discussion about the future location of the helipad and whether Henry Ford will 
consider placing it on the roof of this new structure. Ms. Roediger indicated that at her recent 
meeting, Henry Ford expressed some safety concerns as roof landings are more dangerous than 
ground landings. 
 
There was also discussion of whether a parking study has been conducted. Ms. Roediger 
indicated that since the original site plan was approved, no further parking studies have been 
done. Henry Ford is considering a parking structure at some future point and/or utilizing the 
south 80 acres for parking. 
 
Mr. van Grinsven spoke on behalf of the applicant. Mr. van Grinsven thanked the commission 
for supporting Henry Ford over the years. Mr. van Grinsven indicated that Henry Ford has stolen 
significant market share from its competitors, increased jobs from 1,100 to 1,700, and is seen 
nationwide as an innovator in delivering healthcare to the county. 
 
Mr. Capicchioni next spoke on behalf of the applicant. Helicopter safety was reviewed and the 
amount of fuel needed because of their extended range for makes it a hazard for roof landings. 
Mr. Capicchioni indicated that parking is a great concern of the applicant. There are currently 
1,698 parking spaces. There will be 105 temporary parking spaces added, located where the two 
pods are yet to be constructed. There are 170 parking spaces being leased from St. Thomas 
Church which will be used Monday-Friday (7 a.m. – 6 p.m). There are also 50 spaces being 
leased from the Maplegrove parking lot. Mr. Capicchioni indicated Henry Ford plans to come 
back to the planning commission at a future date with a plan of how to address parking on a 
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permanent basis. Construction workers and employees will be displaced to the offsite parking 
lots. 
 
There was discussion of how Henry Ford will determine what the actual parking need of the 
facility is. Mr. Capicchioni indicated there is no standard table to review the parking needs of 
this facility for two reasons: The dwell time of the patients/visitors is greater at Henry Ford than 
at a standard ambulatory facility. Additionally, regular visitors who come to utilize the facility 
for day purposes must be considered.  
 
There was discussion of whether the planning commission should have oversight regarding 
leased parking lots, for safety purposes. Ms. Roediger noted that the parking on site exceeds the 
plans that have already been approved and the proposed site plan will have minimal impact on 
the amount of parking at the facility. As the site evolves, additional parking needs will have to be 
addressed.  
 
Mr. Capicchioni indicated that parking will be part of a future presentation by Henry Ford. The 
engineering work is underway to connect 14 Mile to Henry Ford. Henry Ford is coordinating 
their efforts with Farmington Hills who is planning on widening 14 Mile for a stretch that 
connect to the Henry Ford site on the south. This is not a budgeted project for 2012 but will 
hopefully be completed in 2013. Mr. Capicchioni indicated that the proposed plans are to add 3 
new surgical operating rooms to the roof of the first floor to replace existing operating rooms on 
the first floor of the clinic building that are too small for modern purposes. There are 10 new 
operating rooms on the 2nd floor which are currently being used. The 10,000 square feet that this 
proposed plan represents is only about 1% of the current facility. 
 
Mr. Lomako provided a summary of the proposed plan. Mr. Lomako indicated that the height of 
the new building will be embedded within the footprint of the existing building and structure. 
New construction and renovation is limited, totaling 9600 sq. ft. Construction is anticipated to 
begin in February 2012 with completion by June 2013. There will be construction staging on the 
property, a temporary loss of 52 parking spaces which will be resolved through the leasing and 
relocation of temporary parking on the site so there will be a net gain on the parking, not a net 
loss.  
 
There was discussion of the need for the new operating rooms. Mr. Capicchioni indicated that 
operating rooms will increase from 10 to 13. This increase is due to the increase of private 
practice physicians at the facility and their preference for daytime surgeries.   
 
Action:  Motion by Manna, supported by Kaplan, 
 

To approve the site plan amendment SP-12-01 dated January 3, 2012. The 
planning commission added the following conditions as part of the 
approval: 
 
1. All prior approvals remain in effect. 
2. All other township ordinances are met. 
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 Ayes:  Budaj, Jackson, Kaplan, Manna, Miller, Reed, Santourian 
 Nayes:  None 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
ITEM #D2  REVIEW OF THE 2011 PLANNING COMMISSION ANNUAL 

REPORT 
 
Discussion:            Ms. Roediger provided a summary of the Planning Commission 2011 
Annual Report. The Michigan Planning Enabling Act requires that municipal planning 
commission prepare an annual written report to the legislative body concerning operations and 
the status of planning activities undertaken during the calendar year. Ms. Roediger’s report 
provides information regarding the hearings held and actions taken on zoning and map 
amendments and site plan applications. After discussion, Ms. Roediger will amend the second 
paragraph to reflect that Albert Abbo is not currently on the amendment committee. 
 
Action:  Motion by Budaj, supported by Jackson 
 
  To submit the 2011 Planning Commission Annual Report to the Township 

Board. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Unanimous 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
ITEM #D3  ANNUAL REVIEW OF MASTER PLAN 
 
Discussion: Ms. Roediger provided a summary of the Master Plan annual review. The 
planning commission adopted the master plan on September 28, 2010. State law requires a 
review every five years; however in order to keep it an active document, the goals and future 
land use plans should be reviewed every year. Ms. Roediger indicated she utilized the 
implementation table of the last chapter of the Master Plan and spoke to staff to update what the 
individual departments are doing to meet those goals and visions. 
 
There was discussion of the action to encourage the ongoing maintenance of housing and 
enforcing standards. The ongoing, vacant property and rental property inspection programs were 
discussed. Vacant property registration requires registration of vacant property within the 
township and allows the building department to review vacant properties and maintain those 
properties, if necessary, with billing back to the taxes of that property. The rental property 
inspection program requires registration of rental properties within the township with bi-yearly 
review and inspection of those properties to ensure they are being maintained properly. 
 
There was discussion of the safety path and the funds available to fill in the gaps to create a 
contiguous pathway network. Ms. Roediger indicated she would obtain the budget available for 
the safety path gaps from Marshall Labadie. There was also discussion of the rewards for the 
recycling program. Ms. Roediger indicated that residents are rewarded for items recycled 
through Richfield Management. Ms. Roediger will provide additional information on this action 
item to the planning commission. Ms. Roediger indicated Marshall Labadie is looking for ways 
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to expand commercial recycling and household hazardous waste with a permanent location for 
these programs rather than two events per year.  
 
There was discussion of the action to revise township ordinance to include traffic calming 
recommendations. This should be pursued for new residential neighborhoods during the design 
of these neighborhoods, through width and design of the roads, to encourage slower driving.  
 
ITEM #D4  ELECTION OF PLANNING COMMISSION OFFICERS 
 
Action: Motion by Kaplan, supported by Manna, 
 
 To elect Chairperson Santourian for a second term. 
 
 Ayes:  Budaj, Jackson, Kaplan, Manna, Miller, Reed, Santourian 
 Nayes:  None 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
 Motion by Jackson, supported by Reed, 
  
 To elect Commissioner Budaj to the position of Vice Chair. 
 
 Ayes:  Budaj, Jackson, Kaplan, Manna, Miller, Reed, Santourian 
 Nayes:  None 
 MOTION CARRIED 
  
 
 Motion by Kaplan, supported by Budaj, 

 
To elect Commissioner Reed to the position of Secretary. 

 
 Ayes:  Budaj, Jackson, Kaplan, Manna, Miller, Reed, Santourian 
 Nayes:  None 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1. Administrative Approvals: 

 
a. SP-11-24 Civic Center Towner:  T-Mobile Sketch Plan 

 
There was discussion of the modification to the Civic Center Cell Tower by T-Mobile.  
Ms. Roediger informed the planning commission that only housekeeping maintenance 
upgrades will be done, i.e. altering of existing antennas. There will be no updates or 
changes to height or structural integrity.  
 
 



Page 6 
Minutes:  Planning Commission Regular Meeting 
Tuesday, January 24, 2012 – 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

MINUTES 
 
1.  Planning Commission Regular Meeting 12/13/11 
 
Action: Motion by Reed, Supported by Kaplan, 
  
 To approve the minutes of the planning commission meeting of 12/13/11. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Unanimous 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
  
Action:  Motion by Kaplan, supported by Jackson, 
 
 To adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 
 Voice Vote:  Unanimous 
 MOTION CARRIED 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Pamela St. Peter 
Pamela St. Peter, Recording Secretary 


